Enhancement of National Bike Route 76 in Charlottesville – Alternate Route 76A

Background:

Long-distance touring cyclists experience an on-going conflict as they travel.  It is a conflict between how many miles per day they will travel, and how much they will see along the way.  The more they travel each day, the less time they will have to explore the localities through which they pass, and vice versa.

Proposal: To add to Bike Route 76 in Charlottesville an alternate segment - call it Bike Route 76A - which will guide cyclists through the University of Virginia on their way through the city.

Why:  The University of Virginia is part of a UNESCO World Heritage site.  The site is comprised of both the University and Monticello, Thomas Jefferson's estate.  Bike Route 76 has since its inception passed right by Monticello, so it has always been virtually impossible for cyclists to miss that site.  But Bike Route 76 did not pass through UVa.  In order to enable cyclists to see both Monticello and UVa, this proposal involves mapping a short additional segment of road which passes through the University should cyclists choose to take some extra time to see this special place.

Details:  The segment would begin at the intersection where McCormick Road meets University Avenue, going south on McCormick past the west range of the Academical Village, then continuing along to pass over Emmet St. and on to Alderman Road, where it would turn right onto Alderman Road and proceed back to the main Bike Route 76 on Ivy Road, or State Route 250.  The current Bike Route 76 between where McCormick Road meets University Avenue (Route 250) and where Alderman Road meets Route 250 would be retained and signed as Bike Route 76.  But the additional segment - call it Bike Route 76A - would also be signed, and would give visiting cyclists guidance on a path as close to the Lawn and the Academical Village as they can legally get.

Please note that the Adventure Cycling Association in 2002, as part of their Trans America Trail, changed their route through Charlottesville to include this proposed Bike Route 76A segment in recognition of the University as being part of a World Heritage site.

Summary: Addition of this proposed Bike Route 76A with retention of the current Bike Route 76 between the UVA Rotunda and Alderman Road at Route 250 would satisfy needs of both those cyclists who would like to see more, and those cyclists who want to minimize their time or distance as they pass through Charlottesville.
